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THE KNIGHTING OF NEWTON WARZECHA
For many years, Newton Warzecha wasn’t that interested
in Texas history. “When I was a child studying it, I didn’t
study it. I did like so many others do and I didn’t study it
enough,” he said. This changed about 17 years ago when
Warzecha agreed to take over as director of the national
historic landmark, the Presidio La Bahia. Now, he is an avid
history buff who will become a Knight of the Order of Jacinto
on Saturday afternoon.
“One of the reasons that we made him an honorary member
is all the work he has done preserving history at the Presidio,” said Scott Dunbar,
an order member. Dunbar nominated Warzecha at the December meeting of the Sons of the
Republic of Texas. Three-fourths of the membership must vote to knight a fellow member. In
April, members voted unanimously in his favor.
Fewer than 230 men have been knighted in the order during its more than 160 years of existence. Dunbar said that
Sam Houston founded it when Texas was still an independent republic. “At the time Texas had nothing,” Dunbar said.
“we were trying to be something.”
When Warzecha heard about The Sons of the Republic’s decision, he felt honored. “It is recognition for the work that
I have done in preserving and keeping the history of Texas,” he said.
A Cuero native, Warzecha spent much of his professional life as a financial advisor in Corpus Christi. In 1988, he
cont. on page 3

PRESIDENT GENERAL’S MESSAGE
academia directs me to take the
known information, make a
decision and remember to not
make the same misdirection twice.
Sprinkle this with luck and
everything looks great.

1717 Eighth Street
Bay City, TX 77414
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Contact us at:
SRT Office: www.srttexas.org Email: srttexas@srttexas.org
1717 Eighth Street, Bay City, TX 77414
Phone: (979) 245-6644 Fax: (979) 244-3819

L. Vaughn Oliver, KSJ

As we prepare for the 87th Annual
Meeting of The Sons of the Republic,
we look at the operation of the
Executive Committee. Every
Executive Committee thinks it is the
best, and it is. The challenges are
different and comparisons should not
be made, even from year to year. My
Boy Scout background coupled with
military experience, mixed with

We as an organization finished
the year in great shape, in the
black. I would like to take more
credit for this, but the turn was
started some years back. This
condition, like most things, takes

time and preparation. Even the move
to Bay City was part of the evolution
and the Past Presidents General have
been a big part in getting us here. I
am humbled and honored to be a part
of this great movement. The leaders
we have in place make it easy for me.
To them go the credit and the praises.
They have persevered and held the
course; they have remained focused
and been true to form; yes, they are
the honor bond.
cont. on page 2
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PRESIDENT GENERAL’S MESSAGE

We move forward with great hope and exuberance. Goals and accomplishments are in our thoughts. This is
natural and fine, but let us not forget the mundane tasks around which all membership; the mainstay is chapter
activity; and the glue is fellowship and concern for our members. Each of these pieces require effort, since it does
not just happen. The more that are involved, the easier the task. Let us rally the members, the chapter, and the
Organization naturally will follow.
God Bless Texas!
Executive Committee 2008 - 2009

JANET’S JOURNAL
email: srttexas@srttexas.org
1717 Eighth Street
Bay City, Texas 77414

• The Annual Meeting will be March 20, 21,22, 2009 at the Tapatio
Springs Resort in Boerne. Cut off date is February 20, 2009. Rate
is $95. Tel. number is 830-537-4611

L. Vaughn Oliver, KSJ
President General
Sam F. Clark, Jr.
First Vice President General
David Hanover
Second Vice President General
Tom Houston
Secretary General
Bob Steakley
Treasurer General
Robert Kendall, KSJ
Historian General
Wesley N. Schulze, KSJ
Chaplain General
J. Richard Reese, KSJ
Executive Committeeman
Edward A. Heath
Executive Committeeman
Janet Hickl
Administrative Assistant

• Be thinking about submitting a nomination for the Educator of
the Year Award to be presented at the Annual Meeting in 2009.
Deadline is February 10, 2009. Criteria for the award are available
from the National office.
• Attention Chapter Presidents: Remember to send in you Annual
Report. This will determine whether your chapter will receive a
rebate check. Your report must include the new officers with mailing addresses, phone numbers and email addresses along with your
activities during the year as a financial statement.
• Remember: All members who are active service personnel your
dues are waived. Notify SRT office by email, postal service or by
telephone.

District Representives 2008 - 2009

• Please note that any applicants for membership in the SRT must
have 3 signatures of recommending SRT members. It is not necessary if the applicant lives out of state BUT every applicant must
affiliate with a chapter. This does not mean that they will have to
attend meetings. APPLICATIONS MUST BE TYPED AND NOTARIZED.
• 2006 Yearbooks are available for $25, which includes CD, binder
and dividers.
• 2nd Dues notices are in the mail. Your MEMBERSHIP IS DELINQUENT AFTER JANUARY 1, 2009. After March 31, 2009 a
reinstatement fee of $50 applies, in addition to the regular dues.
• Be working on your chapter archive books. All chapters big or
small are eligible for the Archive Award presented at the Annual
Meeting. There will be 3 categories, and the winning chapter in
each category will be presented a check for $100 and receive a
certificate. This is thanks to the generosity of Dale Williamson.

NEW SRT MEMBERS
Name

Chapter

Ancestor

Hometown

Scott Keith Anderson
Thomas Esrie Ball
Gary Bret Hall
Adam Lynn Hipp
Richard Curtis Osborne
John Ryan Schmidt
James Bryant Slade
James Bryant Slade
Douglas Mather Mabee
George Warren Thomas
Stephan Allen Barlow
Joshua James Hiler
Sammy Vernon Akins
Carl Robert Cathey
Jefferey David Quillen
David Clippinger Scott
David Clippinger Scott
James Aalan Bernsen
James Neil Sylvester
David Thomas Scott
Frederick Lee Sanchez
Frederick Lee Sanchez
Frederick Lee Sanchez
Frederick Lee Sanchez
Adam Word Gates
Glenn Alex Webber
Gregory Harry Westmoreland
Jimmy Ellis Banks Sr.
Robert C. Vivion
Ahren Gabriel Perez
Angelo Perez Jr.
Anthony Andrew Perez
Anthony Michael Perez
Asa Waterman III
David W. Adams
Albert Burleson Kyle Jr.
John Cole Draper
Grady Leroy Puryear
Glen Everett Bonnet Jr.

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
6
7
7
8
8
8
8
8
12
12
13
16
16
16
16
17
20
27
36
36
40
40
40
40
40
45
45
48
48
48

Major Robert Blaine McNutt
Samuel S. Lewis
Samuel Washington Lindley
William Sachse
George Henry Delesdernier
John Himes Livergood
Samuel Strang
Elizabeth Strang
Catherine Wheeler Coons McManus
John McNeel
Robert Dougherty McAnelly
Jampes Humphres
Amon McCommas
George Washingston Barnett
Mary Emily Wood
David F. Brown
Jane F. McNeal
James McCauley
Joel Lakey (Leaky)
Wade Love
Juana Navarro Perez
Antonia Rodriguez
Alejo Perez
Lina Sanchez
Edward Bradley
James McCauley
Edley Ewing
Henry P. Banks
John Marr Hardeman
Jose Nepomuceno Navarro
Jose Nepomuceno Navarro
Jose Nepomuceno Navarro
Jose Nepomuceno Navarro
Jesse T. Jones
Joseph Burleson, Sr.
Claiborne Kyle
Archibald Magill Green
Elbert Hines
Elbert Hines

Pearland TX
Gulf Shores AL
North Canton OH
Houston TX
Sugarland TX
Victoria TX
Dallas TX
Dallas TX
Saratoga Springs NY
Marietta GA
Wimberley TX
Pearsell TX
North Richland Hill TX
Dallas TX
Richardson TX
Dallas TX
Dallas TX
Austin TX
Austin TX
Perryton TX
Victoria TX
Victoria TX
Victoria TX
Victoria TX
Falfurrias TX
Whitewright TX
Lubbock TX
Iowa Park TX
Fort Worth TX
San Antonio TX
Shavano Park TX
San Antonio TX
San Antonio TX
San Antonio TX
Rockwall TX
Dallas TX
Fredricksburg TX
Fredricksburg TX
Fredricksburg TX

L-R (back) Stan Stokes, Duane Blair, Randy Pollard,
Joe Pyle, (seated) Ken Pfeiffer, David Hanover, and
Bob Steakley, (not pictured) Bob Schuhmann and Bob
Reese

• An SRT General Information Power Point CD is available to
present to civic groups.
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KNIGHTS OF THE ORDER
OF SAN JACINTO

IN AND AROUND TEXAS

Knight Commander’s Message
The Battle of Concepcion Recreated!!
On October 25th The Alamo Chapter again partnered with the San Antonio Living History Association
to present a historical recreation of the 173 year old event in Texas struggle for independence. With
approximately eighty reenactors operating the encampment as well as fighting the battle it was a great
event. We estimate that over three hundred observed the events throughout the day. Many were students
and teachers from the local area. Some students were given extra credit by their teachers for attending.
Bob Benavides, Alamo Chapter Historical Events Administrator, served as the Master of Ceremonies for
the battle recreation. He gave the historical context of the battle and narrated as the battle reenactment
progressed to enhance the learning experience.
Al Davis IV, KSJ
Knight Commander

Pictured with the cannon are Albert Gallatin, Charles Salinas, Le Roy
Salinas, Ken Pfeiffer, Al McCutcheon, and Bob Benavides.

cont. from page 1

I extend my special thanks to Billy
Johnson, KSJ, for presiding in my absence
at the Knighting ceremony for Newton
Warzecha in the Presidio La Bahia. I
missed being a part of the ceremony.
This year’s Annual Meeting will be held
on March 20-22 in Boerne. The Knights
meeting is Saturday morning where new
officers will be elected, new Knights introduced and other business conducted.
All Knights are encouraged to attend.
2008 was a year of turmoil in the
economy and environment. Our SRT organization remains steadfast and this is
due to our leadership past and present, and

to our strong traditions. Among these traditions are the Knights of San Jancinto. I
am grateful for the opportunity to serve
as Knight Commander and I know our
Republic ancestors would share the pride
we all feeling being members of the SRT.
2009 promises to be another year of
progress for the Sons. Each year we reach
new milestones while maintaining our
core values. The local chapters remain
at the forefront of our accomplishments.
Best wishes for a healthy and productive New Year.
Al Davis, KSJ
Knight Commander

The Knighting of Newton Warzecha

later when the television station was sold.
“Then I had time,” he said. He volunteered to help the Catholic Diocese in Victoria
come up with a plan to run the Presidio affordably. In May 1991, the Diocese asked
him to accept the directorship of the historic site until it found a permanent
replacement. “In 17 years, they haven’t found someone else so I’m stuck here,” he
said, laughing. Warzecha worked on making the Presidio self-supporting and adding
to and improving its programs.
When he took the job, 800 people attended the annual Goliad Massacre Fort
Defiance Living History Weekend in March. Now, about 5,000 go to the event,
which generates as much as 12 percent of the Presidio’s yearly operating income.
There are several goals Warzecha plans to accomplish before he leaves the Presidio.
He wants to publish a detailed report of the site’s archeology and artifact collection in time for the Living History
Weekend. The collection contains about 10,000 items that go as far back as 1749 when the Presidio was first established.
Later on, he plans to digitize the objects so that Internet browsers can view them on the Web and redesign the
museum at the Presidio. Both efforts will require a lot of fund-raising.
“We are looking at something under a million dollars.” he said. To assist in this
effort, the Presidio La Bahia Foundation was created more than a year ago. Warzecha
is president of this organization.
His knighting ceremony will take place at 1:30 p.m. Saturday and coincide with
the Presidio La Bahia Award ceremony an annual event which The Sons of the
Republic recognize two works about Texas history.
Warzecha won the award in 2001 for his 54-minute video, “Presidio La Bahia and
Its Place in the History of Texas.” The history of his native state and the rule of
Mexican General Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna interest him. “We all need to
understand what happens when a dictator runs amok,” he said.
This year, both prize winning entries were also about Goliad. Dr. Malcolm McLean’s translation of the minutes of
the town council meetings of La Bahia and Goliad between 1821 and 1835, “Voices from the Goliad Frontier” and Jay
Stout’s history, “Slaughter at Goliad.”
14
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IN AND AROUND TEXAS

IN AND AROUND TEXAS
William Barret Travis Chapter 7
2009 Meeting & Event Schedule

Greetings from the USS San Jacinto (CG 56) in Norfolk, VA.
On behalf of Captain Matthew Sharpe, I am submitting our annual nomination for the “Enlisted Man of the
Year Award” for 2008 from our ship. We have traditionally sent this to the Sam Houston Chapter every year
(typically Nov/Dec time period). But, since the awards’ origination, the selection process has changed slightly.
This year’s nomination we’re sending to you is ‘top notch’ as usual.
Our ship is the 10th TICONDEROGA class guided missile cruiser and the 3rd warship to bear the name SAN
JACINTO. The SAN JACINTO was commissioned in January 1986 and we just recently celebrated her 20 birthday in a ceremony held onboard. The ship returned from a 7 month deployment in June 2008. We just now left the
shipyard after completing a 3 month maintenance and modernization period prior to Christmas. We will spend
2009 keeping very busy with at sea operations, inspections, training, upkeeps, and certifications in preparation for
the ship’s next deployment scheduled for early 2010.
Each year, the annual “Enlisted Man of the Year” and the CMC ( Command Master Chief ) fly down to
Houston to take part in the “San Jacinto Day” ceremony on 21 April. Since I have been the CMC, we were down
there in 2007 but could not be there in 2008 because the ship was overseas on deployment. We were hosted by Mr.
Hancock and the San Houston Chapter in April 2007 and our visit was spectacular! The 2 of us were treated like
kings and I was so proud to be the Command Master Chief of our ship that week! Bob made us feel quite welcome
and he treated us like family. Another ‘super star’ and key member of the SRT was Mr. Lyndon Rasch. Lyndon
took care of the logistics of our trip and he met us at the airport and he made sure we returned safely too. Lyndon
was a real team player and I really enjoyed my time spent with him too. Lyndon explained a great deal of SRT
history to us and Texas history too and he made me feel very proud and highly honored to visit Texas that weekend.
Since we were on deployment in 2008, we held our own ceremony onboard and treated 21 April 2008 as a
ship’s holiday for the crew! We kicked off our ceremony onboard at exactly the same moment as the start of the
ceremony held that day at the San Jacinto Monument. The Chaplain began the ceremony with prayer and I was the
MC for the ceremony. I began with a detailed account of the Battle of San Jacinto. We have a lot of young
crewmen that needed to hear in detail what this battle was all about. Then Captain Sharpe gave his remarks and
correlated how bravery and team spirit onboard the ship matches with
what occurred at the San Jacinto Battle 172 years ago. I then brought
up 3 different crewmen who were all proud Texas state residents and
they talked about pride in service and pride in being from Texas. These
three senior crewmen were from Taylor, TX; Lampasas, TX; and
Pittsburg, TX . The ceremony concluded by hearing from the Sons of
the Republic of Texas “2007 Enlisted Man of the Year” -- Petty Officer Michael Cole. We are very proud of this Sailor and he was an
easy nomination. Petty Officer Cole has been stationed onboard the
USS SAN JACINTO (CG 56) two different times during his career (a
very rare thing that happens in the Navy) and he was also “Command
Advanced” by the Captain last year to the pay grade of E-6 because
of his outstanding superior performance onboard the ship. As you see in the photos, I also proudly displayed my
Texas state flag that I was given last year when I came down to visit and I also had a scrolling slide show going on
4

Special Events:

1. March 2, 2009, “Texas Independence Day Celebration”, 1:30 p.m. in Alamo Plaza, followed
by a reception hosted by Ch. 7 in Alamo Hall.
2. March 6, 2009, “Dawn at the Alamo” Commemoration, 6:00 a.m., Alamo Plaza, with breakfast
meeting following.
3. April 20, 2009, “Pilgrimage to the Alamo”, a solemn procession beginning at 4:00 p.m. near
the Municipal Auditorium at North Presa downtown San Antonio.
4. April 22, 2009, “The Alamo: These Sacred Walls”, an educational performed by Tom Jackson,
Ch. 7 president, dressed in Texian militiaman attire recounting the Texas Revolution and the
1836 siege of the Alamo; Alamo Hall next to the Alamo Church, 4:00 - 5:00 p.m.; free and open
to the public but seating is limited.
5. April 24, 2009, Fiesta Battle of Flowers Parade; Ch. 7 will participate in the antique car division;
parade starts at 12:45 p.m.

For more information, contact Tom Jackson, SRT ch. 7 president, call 210-930-5549 or
email him at texas1835@hotmail.com
SRT Book Exchange & Circulating Library
This program started last year, to exchange books among SRT members. These books are quality level literature that
should not be improperly disposed of. Each book has a label that lists the donor and each individual that reads the book.
Bring a book to the Annual Meeting, or check one out. Each donated book becomes the property of The Sons of the
Republic of Texas, and is used in the circulating library.

2009 Supplemental Ancestor Contest
A “Supplemental Ancestor Contest” will begin January 1, 2009 and end December 31, 2009. This contest is open to all
SRT members in good standing. The standard requirements for submitting a supplemental will apply, as found in
Section 5.7 of the SRT Bylaws.
This contest is only for new supplemental applications submitted and approved during the contest period. Please submit
applications at least a couple of months before the last day of December 2009, in order to allow for normal process and
review. The President General will present a prize to the winner at the Annual Meeting 2010.

IN MEMORIAM
Name

Chapter

James Raymond Barker Jr.
John B. Dent Jr.
J. Henry Doscher Jr.
Robert Scott Franz
John A. Hord
Paul R. Hudson
Kelley M. Oliphint
Harold Torrance Purvis
Raymond Robert Mattox
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10
33
39
40
41
50
53
13
33

Hometown
Cleveland TX
Hemphill TX
Abilene TX
Pleasanton TX
Midland TX
New Braunfels TX
LaGrange TX
Waco TX
Hemphill TX

one of our large screen TV’s. We held the ceremony in the crews mess and we
really packed the crew in! The crew was riveted to the speakers throughout the
entire ceremony. We concluded the ceremony with a nice cake cutting. The
crew greatly appreciated that we explained this historic event to them in detail
and they now have a new-found appreciation for how important this battle was to
our nation’s future.

IN AND AROUND TEXAS
Chapter 6 American Flag Program
The following pictures were taken at Brazoria County museum. Tom Green, Dale Williamson,
Dale Thames and Raleigh helping with the American Flag Program.

In the past, the ship has been down to visit Houston on previous “San Jacinto
Day’s.” We need you to understand, though, that it’s extremely difficult to juggle
the many schedule commitments of a Navy warship while at the same time trying to also ‘dove tail’ it into a port
visit down to the Gulf of Mexico. Please know that we would love to make it down there each year but it’s not
always logistically feasible from year to year. I hope you understand this huge challenge that we face and know
that we would love to be there but our schedule does not easily support long distance port stops in between
deployments very easily. We will continue to pursue this option in the future though.
As is typical in the Navy, we all move on eventually to new jobs and different positions. Captain Sharpe will
be holding his Change of Command ceremony and transferring in late March
2009 and I will also depart, probably summer of 2009.
Matt Simpson
Command Master Chief
USS SAN JACINTO (CG 56)
Norfolk, VA.

Chapter 36 SFA Tree planting
Texas Independence Day In Iraq
I just thought that some of these photos might be interesting to the SRT. When my unit (A Btry 2/131
FA, 36th I.D. Texas Army National Guard; interestingly my great grandfather was also in 131 FA in World
War One) when I was in Iraq in ‘07-‘08 I organized a little ceremony where we raised the Texas Flag and
everyone got to fly their personal flag over the Battalion TOC on Texas Independence Day 2 March 2008.
I made a short speech before the flag raising. I also flew a Bonnie Blue shortly since I am a member of the
Sons of Confederate Veterans.
Cody McMillian

12

Chapter 36 - Tree Planting: Chapter member Duane Blair, Jerry
Spencer, Russell Leavens, Ben Milam, Virgil Ellis SFA Tree
Planting: DRT, Sam Houston, Fort Worth Council, Chapter
Members Tree Planting: DRT, Sam, Vaughn and Harold Evetts
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IN AND AROUND TEXAS
Chapter 52 Honors Stephen F. Austin’s 215th Birthday

IN AND AROUND TEXAS
SRT Participates in Tomball Centennial Parade

The City of Tyler and Smith County have joined The Piney Woods Chapter of The Sons of the Republic of
Texas (SRT) in observance and remembrance of the 215th birthday of Stephen F. Austin, the Father of Texas.
Tyler Mayor Barbara Bass read a proclamation at the opening of the October 22, 2008, Tyler City Council
meeting. On October 27, 2008, Smith County Judge Joel Baker presented a resolution in front of the Stephen F.
Austin Live Oak Tree, located at the northwest corner of the Smith County courthouse lawn. The live oak tree,
planted by fourth graders from area schools on November 3, 1998, was grown from an acorn collected at the death
site of Stephen Fuller Austin in West Columbia, Brazoria County, Texas, and certified by the state forester from the
Texas Forest Service as a “Stephen F. Austin Live Oak.”
Born in Austinville, Virginia, on November 3, 1793, Stephen F. Austin took over the permit his father, Moses
Austin, had obtained from the Spanish government in 1821, to establish the first Anglo-American colony in Texas,
a province of Mexico at the time. After Mexico won its independence from Spain, Austin was successful in
renegotiating an empresario grant with the Mexican government. The citizens of the colony had arrived in Texas
by the end of 1824, and became known as the “Old Three Hundred,” named for these first 300 families Austin
brought to Texas . This colony became the heart of a group of Texans that declared independence from Mexico on
March 2, 1836, and fought for and gained independence as the Republic of Texas on April 21, 1836. After many
great accomplishments, Stephen F. Austin died on December 27, 1836.
All citizens of Tyler and Smith County were urged to fly their Texas flag on Monday, November 3, 2008, in
honor of Stephen F. Austin.

Tomball, Texas the hometown with a heart is located approximately 28 miles northwest of Houston
along State Highway 249. Unlike most of Northwest Harris County which is unincorporated, the city of
Tomball is an actual town. The City of Tomball has a local government, city ordinances, public works, city
council and a community center. The slogan “hometown with a heart” describes Tomball in a nutshell.
You still feel a sense of community and the people are warm & friendly.
Tomball celebrated their Centennial year in 2008. Tomball has a rich history. It was first a railroad
town and then became an oil town. The town was named after State Senator Thomas Henry Ball in 1907.
Thomas Ball helped the town get established as a railroad center. Dramatic changes happened back in 1933
when oil hit. A 100-foot gusher totally changed the area attracting hundreds of new people to the community.
The city made a deal with Humble Oil and Gas allowing them to drill in the city. As part of the agreement the
residents had free oil and gas for 50 years. The town was featured in Ripley’s Believe It or Not as being the only
city with free gas and water and no cemetery.
The SRT is a proud participant in the annual parade.

Photo: (center, L-R), SRT member David Hanover
accepted the proclamation from Mayor Bass, as
the city councilmen (background) observed. A
copy of the City of Tyler proclamation is attached.
Photo: (L-R), David Hanover accepted the resolution from Judge Baker; to the right of Judge
Baker is the granite marker placed by the SRT
chapter during a ceremony with 22 area schools
participating on November 3, 1998.

Tomball Group in front of log cabin on Nov. 7, 2008
6
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IN AND AROUND TEXAS

IN AND AROUND TEXAS

Truitt Cemetery

Field Trip to Madam Powell’s House
Jim Bevill took Ron Brown and I on a field trip to Madam Powell’s house. Jim had won a guided tour from
Gregg Dimmick, the author of Sea of Mud. We got a great tour of the site of Madam Powel's home that was burned
by the Mexican Army as they were leaving the area. This was the site where the Mexican Generals decided to
withdraw their army instead of coming on east and attacking Sam Houston army after the Battle of Sam Jacinto.
This marker was placed in 1936 along with the other hundreds of historical markers placed by our predecessors,
but was knocked over some years ago. We would like to stand the marker back up and possible put a simple guard
rail fence around it, like the one at the International marker on the Louisiana border to keep cattle from knocking
it over again.
A Ms. Durst owns the property where the marker is located, and one of the Fort Bend Historical Commissioners is contacting her to gain permission for us to reposition the marker and also hold a rededication ceremony to
make everyone aware of this important place in early Texas history. Gregg Dimmick has agreed to be our feature
speaker for the rededication ceremony, so plans are progressing on this project.
Yesterday Gregg took up to one of the many locations along the St. Bernard River where the Mexican Army
got caught in the Sea of Mud in April and May of 1836. Like most of that part of Texas this field is a dormant rice
field, but is not in use this time of the year. Gregg took us to this field because the owner/farmer had scraped about
6 inches of the soil off the field to make it deep enough for his rice crop later this year. Because of the removal of
this 6 inches Gregg thought it might be easier to find artifacts of the Mexican Army. Boy was he correct. There
were 5 of us in the group and we all found a musket ball last touched by a very wet Mexican soldier in 1836. Most
of these musket balls were found in about 6 inches of the top of the soil, so we did not have to dig too deep to find
the artifacts. As some of you know, Gregg has been working this area for years, so he is VERY good with a metal
detector. We all got a lesson in how to use the metal detector down to finding the item when you have dug it up but
can't see or find it. You take the soil where the metal detector indicated a "find" and wave handfuls of soil over the
metal detector until you get a signal. Then you take smaller handfuls of soil and wave it over the metal detector
until you are down to in all 5 cases yesterday a clump of soil and when you break up the clump of soil there is the
musket ball. We all had a wonderful time and a very special feeling when we held a newly found musket ball that
had last seen the light of day 173 years ago. I am going to buy a display box for my musket ball, and I am sure the
others will do something similar.

My wife is descended from Mike’s Republic of Texas ancestor, James Truit(t). In the course of my work
travels around NE Texas, I have stopped by the Truitt Cemetery a couple of times to see her ancestors’ graves and
the various Republic of Texas era dated monuments (located between Center, formerly known as White Cottage,
and Joaquin, off Hwy. 7). James Truit(t)’s wife, Sarah, was the first burial there. Last summer, I stopped by and
noticed that Sarah’s DRT “Citizen of the Republic of Texas” medallion had become dislodged from her monument
and was on the ground. As we all know, a person could make a full-time, non-paying job of making repairs at
cemeteries! For this particular one, however, I made it my cause to make sure I had what I needed for the next time
I was in the area. Armed with some J-B Weld and a board to hold it in place while it set, I reattached the medallion
I let Reba James at the Center chapter of DRT know of the repair, and I’m sure word spread like wildfire.
(Reba is the one behind the big lunch for attendees at the International Boundary Marker ceremony a couple of
years ago; “skirmishes” over the last piece of chocolate pie!) Mike called me to thank me, as he lives in Joaquin,
knew the medallion was on the ground, but, like all of us, hadn’t done anything about it “yet.”
Apparently, Mike is trying to keep the chapter going, after the series of deaths/illnesses experienced by some
of the members who were leaders. I also think the “thank you” was a lead-in to asking for help with a program.
There’s no doubt more repairs needed at Truitt Cemetery, so now you know how to do it!
David Hanover
2nd Vice President General

Stay tuned for updates on the Re-Dedication project of the Madam Powell marker, and
Keep History Alive!
Tom Green

Pictures submitted by
Ron Brown
10
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Annual Meeting March 20-22, 2009
Tapatio Springs Resort & Country Club, Johns Road, Boerne, TX
(830) 537-4611 Rate: $95
www.srttexas.org/annual2009.html
DEADLINE FOR HOTEL REGISTRATION IS FEBRUARY 20, 2009
Schedule of Events
Friday, March 20, 2009
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Check In
Registration
Hospitality Room ($10.00 per person)

7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

Dinner

Saturday, March 21, 2009

The Executive Committee
Invites you to the
Summerfield G. Roberts Luncheon
The Annual Meeting

6:00/6:30 a.m.

Breakfast

7:30 – 8:30 a.m.

Registration

8:30 –11:00 a.m.

Executive Committee Meeting – Conference Room A

11:00 – 11:30 a.m.

Knights of the Order of San Jacinto – Conference Room A

11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Ladies Enchanted Spring Ranch tour or Antiquing in Boerne ($20 includes lunch)

12:00 – 1:30 p.m.

Summerfield G. Roberts Luncheon – Cibolo Room
$
25.00 per person
Dress: Jacket and Tie

and the
Evening Awards Banquet

2:00 – 4:30 p.m.

on

7:00 – 9:00 p.m.

Annual Meeting (members only) – Conference Room A
10.00 per person

$

Awards Banquet – Cibolo Room
38.00 per person
Dress: EC, DR, KJJ & PPG - Black Tie
Members - Suit and Tie
$

March 21, 2009
Sunday, March 22, 2009

PROPOSED BYLAW CHANGES

8:30 – 11:00 a.m.

Executive Committee Meeting – Conference Room A

12:00 p.m.

Late Check Out OK

To be voted on by the General Membership at the Annual Meeting in Boerne
on March 20-22, 2009
Proposed amendment to Article IX-Committees, Section 9.3c of the Constitution. Change
“committeeman” to “committee members.”
The proposed amendment will read: “The selected committee members shall be confirmed by the
President General.”
Committee Action
Recommends the proposed amendment to the Constitution as set out above as its adoption will eliminate
confusion.

REGISTRATION FORM
Friday Night Hospitality

$

10.00 pp X #_____= $_______

SGR Luncheon

$

25.00 pp X #_____ = $_______

Annual Meeting (members only)

$

10.00 pp X #_____ = $_______

Awards Banquet

$

38.00 pp X #_____ = $_______

Make checks payable to SRT in the total amount of $________
Name of those attending __________________________________
Mail to: SRT Office, 1717 8th Street, Bay City, TX 77414 by March 6, 2009
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Proposed amendment to Article IX-Committees, Section 9.3c of the Constitution. Change
“committeeman” to “committee members.”
The proposed amendment will read: “The selected committee members shall be confirmed by the
President General.”
Committee Action
Recommends the proposed amendment to the Constitution as set out above as its adoption will eliminate
confusion.

REGISTRATION FORM
Friday Night Hospitality
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10.00 pp X #_____= $_______

SGR Luncheon
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25.00 pp X #_____ = $_______

Annual Meeting (members only)
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Awards Banquet

$

38.00 pp X #_____ = $_______

Make checks payable to SRT in the total amount of $________
Name of those attending __________________________________
Mail to: SRT Office, 1717 8th Street, Bay City, TX 77414 by March 6, 2009
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IN AND AROUND TEXAS

IN AND AROUND TEXAS

Truitt Cemetery

Field Trip to Madam Powell’s House
Jim Bevill took Ron Brown and I on a field trip to Madam Powell’s house. Jim had won a guided tour from
Gregg Dimmick, the author of Sea of Mud. We got a great tour of the site of Madam Powel's home that was burned
by the Mexican Army as they were leaving the area. This was the site where the Mexican Generals decided to
withdraw their army instead of coming on east and attacking Sam Houston army after the Battle of Sam Jacinto.
This marker was placed in 1936 along with the other hundreds of historical markers placed by our predecessors,
but was knocked over some years ago. We would like to stand the marker back up and possible put a simple guard
rail fence around it, like the one at the International marker on the Louisiana border to keep cattle from knocking
it over again.
A Ms. Durst owns the property where the marker is located, and one of the Fort Bend Historical Commissioners is contacting her to gain permission for us to reposition the marker and also hold a rededication ceremony to
make everyone aware of this important place in early Texas history. Gregg Dimmick has agreed to be our feature
speaker for the rededication ceremony, so plans are progressing on this project.
Yesterday Gregg took up to one of the many locations along the St. Bernard River where the Mexican Army
got caught in the Sea of Mud in April and May of 1836. Like most of that part of Texas this field is a dormant rice
field, but is not in use this time of the year. Gregg took us to this field because the owner/farmer had scraped about
6 inches of the soil off the field to make it deep enough for his rice crop later this year. Because of the removal of
this 6 inches Gregg thought it might be easier to find artifacts of the Mexican Army. Boy was he correct. There
were 5 of us in the group and we all found a musket ball last touched by a very wet Mexican soldier in 1836. Most
of these musket balls were found in about 6 inches of the top of the soil, so we did not have to dig too deep to find
the artifacts. As some of you know, Gregg has been working this area for years, so he is VERY good with a metal
detector. We all got a lesson in how to use the metal detector down to finding the item when you have dug it up but
can't see or find it. You take the soil where the metal detector indicated a "find" and wave handfuls of soil over the
metal detector until you get a signal. Then you take smaller handfuls of soil and wave it over the metal detector
until you are down to in all 5 cases yesterday a clump of soil and when you break up the clump of soil there is the
musket ball. We all had a wonderful time and a very special feeling when we held a newly found musket ball that
had last seen the light of day 173 years ago. I am going to buy a display box for my musket ball, and I am sure the
others will do something similar.

My wife is descended from Mike’s Republic of Texas ancestor, James Truit(t). In the course of my work
travels around NE Texas, I have stopped by the Truitt Cemetery a couple of times to see her ancestors’ graves and
the various Republic of Texas era dated monuments (located between Center, formerly known as White Cottage,
and Joaquin, off Hwy. 7). James Truit(t)’s wife, Sarah, was the first burial there. Last summer, I stopped by and
noticed that Sarah’s DRT “Citizen of the Republic of Texas” medallion had become dislodged from her monument
and was on the ground. As we all know, a person could make a full-time, non-paying job of making repairs at
cemeteries! For this particular one, however, I made it my cause to make sure I had what I needed for the next time
I was in the area. Armed with some J-B Weld and a board to hold it in place while it set, I reattached the medallion
I let Reba James at the Center chapter of DRT know of the repair, and I’m sure word spread like wildfire.
(Reba is the one behind the big lunch for attendees at the International Boundary Marker ceremony a couple of
years ago; “skirmishes” over the last piece of chocolate pie!) Mike called me to thank me, as he lives in Joaquin,
knew the medallion was on the ground, but, like all of us, hadn’t done anything about it “yet.”
Apparently, Mike is trying to keep the chapter going, after the series of deaths/illnesses experienced by some
of the members who were leaders. I also think the “thank you” was a lead-in to asking for help with a program.
There’s no doubt more repairs needed at Truitt Cemetery, so now you know how to do it!
David Hanover
2nd Vice President General

Stay tuned for updates on the Re-Dedication project of the Madam Powell marker, and
Keep History Alive!
Tom Green

Pictures submitted by
Ron Brown
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IN AND AROUND TEXAS
Chapter 52 Honors Stephen F. Austin’s 215th Birthday

IN AND AROUND TEXAS
SRT Participates in Tomball Centennial Parade

The City of Tyler and Smith County have joined The Piney Woods Chapter of The Sons of the Republic of
Texas (SRT) in observance and remembrance of the 215th birthday of Stephen F. Austin, the Father of Texas.
Tyler Mayor Barbara Bass read a proclamation at the opening of the October 22, 2008, Tyler City Council
meeting. On October 27, 2008, Smith County Judge Joel Baker presented a resolution in front of the Stephen F.
Austin Live Oak Tree, located at the northwest corner of the Smith County courthouse lawn. The live oak tree,
planted by fourth graders from area schools on November 3, 1998, was grown from an acorn collected at the death
site of Stephen Fuller Austin in West Columbia, Brazoria County, Texas, and certified by the state forester from the
Texas Forest Service as a “Stephen F. Austin Live Oak.”
Born in Austinville, Virginia, on November 3, 1793, Stephen F. Austin took over the permit his father, Moses
Austin, had obtained from the Spanish government in 1821, to establish the first Anglo-American colony in Texas,
a province of Mexico at the time. After Mexico won its independence from Spain, Austin was successful in
renegotiating an empresario grant with the Mexican government. The citizens of the colony had arrived in Texas
by the end of 1824, and became known as the “Old Three Hundred,” named for these first 300 families Austin
brought to Texas . This colony became the heart of a group of Texans that declared independence from Mexico on
March 2, 1836, and fought for and gained independence as the Republic of Texas on April 21, 1836. After many
great accomplishments, Stephen F. Austin died on December 27, 1836.
All citizens of Tyler and Smith County were urged to fly their Texas flag on Monday, November 3, 2008, in
honor of Stephen F. Austin.

Tomball, Texas the hometown with a heart is located approximately 28 miles northwest of Houston
along State Highway 249. Unlike most of Northwest Harris County which is unincorporated, the city of
Tomball is an actual town. The City of Tomball has a local government, city ordinances, public works, city
council and a community center. The slogan “hometown with a heart” describes Tomball in a nutshell.
You still feel a sense of community and the people are warm & friendly.
Tomball celebrated their Centennial year in 2008. Tomball has a rich history. It was first a railroad
town and then became an oil town. The town was named after State Senator Thomas Henry Ball in 1907.
Thomas Ball helped the town get established as a railroad center. Dramatic changes happened back in 1933
when oil hit. A 100-foot gusher totally changed the area attracting hundreds of new people to the community.
The city made a deal with Humble Oil and Gas allowing them to drill in the city. As part of the agreement the
residents had free oil and gas for 50 years. The town was featured in Ripley’s Believe It or Not as being the only
city with free gas and water and no cemetery.
The SRT is a proud participant in the annual parade.

Photo: (center, L-R), SRT member David Hanover
accepted the proclamation from Mayor Bass, as
the city councilmen (background) observed. A
copy of the City of Tyler proclamation is attached.
Photo: (L-R), David Hanover accepted the resolution from Judge Baker; to the right of Judge
Baker is the granite marker placed by the SRT
chapter during a ceremony with 22 area schools
participating on November 3, 1998.

Tomball Group in front of log cabin on Nov. 7, 2008
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one of our large screen TV’s. We held the ceremony in the crews mess and we
really packed the crew in! The crew was riveted to the speakers throughout the
entire ceremony. We concluded the ceremony with a nice cake cutting. The
crew greatly appreciated that we explained this historic event to them in detail
and they now have a new-found appreciation for how important this battle was to
our nation’s future.

IN AND AROUND TEXAS
Chapter 6 American Flag Program
The following pictures were taken at Brazoria County museum. Tom Green, Dale Williamson,
Dale Thames and Raleigh helping with the American Flag Program.

In the past, the ship has been down to visit Houston on previous “San Jacinto
Day’s.” We need you to understand, though, that it’s extremely difficult to juggle
the many schedule commitments of a Navy warship while at the same time trying to also ‘dove tail’ it into a port
visit down to the Gulf of Mexico. Please know that we would love to make it down there each year but it’s not
always logistically feasible from year to year. I hope you understand this huge challenge that we face and know
that we would love to be there but our schedule does not easily support long distance port stops in between
deployments very easily. We will continue to pursue this option in the future though.
As is typical in the Navy, we all move on eventually to new jobs and different positions. Captain Sharpe will
be holding his Change of Command ceremony and transferring in late March
2009 and I will also depart, probably summer of 2009.
Matt Simpson
Command Master Chief
USS SAN JACINTO (CG 56)
Norfolk, VA.

Chapter 36 SFA Tree planting
Texas Independence Day In Iraq
I just thought that some of these photos might be interesting to the SRT. When my unit (A Btry 2/131
FA, 36th I.D. Texas Army National Guard; interestingly my great grandfather was also in 131 FA in World
War One) when I was in Iraq in ‘07-‘08 I organized a little ceremony where we raised the Texas Flag and
everyone got to fly their personal flag over the Battalion TOC on Texas Independence Day 2 March 2008.
I made a short speech before the flag raising. I also flew a Bonnie Blue shortly since I am a member of the
Sons of Confederate Veterans.
Cody McMillian

12

Chapter 36 - Tree Planting: Chapter member Duane Blair, Jerry
Spencer, Russell Leavens, Ben Milam, Virgil Ellis SFA Tree
Planting: DRT, Sam Houston, Fort Worth Council, Chapter
Members Tree Planting: DRT, Sam, Vaughn and Harold Evetts
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IN AND AROUND TEXAS
William Barret Travis Chapter 7
2009 Meeting & Event Schedule

Greetings from the USS San Jacinto (CG 56) in Norfolk, VA.
On behalf of Captain Matthew Sharpe, I am submitting our annual nomination for the “Enlisted Man of the
Year Award” for 2008 from our ship. We have traditionally sent this to the Sam Houston Chapter every year
(typically Nov/Dec time period). But, since the awards’ origination, the selection process has changed slightly.
This year’s nomination we’re sending to you is ‘top notch’ as usual.
Our ship is the 10th TICONDEROGA class guided missile cruiser and the 3rd warship to bear the name SAN
JACINTO. The SAN JACINTO was commissioned in January 1986 and we just recently celebrated her 20 birthday in a ceremony held onboard. The ship returned from a 7 month deployment in June 2008. We just now left the
shipyard after completing a 3 month maintenance and modernization period prior to Christmas. We will spend
2009 keeping very busy with at sea operations, inspections, training, upkeeps, and certifications in preparation for
the ship’s next deployment scheduled for early 2010.
Each year, the annual “Enlisted Man of the Year” and the CMC ( Command Master Chief ) fly down to
Houston to take part in the “San Jacinto Day” ceremony on 21 April. Since I have been the CMC, we were down
there in 2007 but could not be there in 2008 because the ship was overseas on deployment. We were hosted by Mr.
Hancock and the San Houston Chapter in April 2007 and our visit was spectacular! The 2 of us were treated like
kings and I was so proud to be the Command Master Chief of our ship that week! Bob made us feel quite welcome
and he treated us like family. Another ‘super star’ and key member of the SRT was Mr. Lyndon Rasch. Lyndon
took care of the logistics of our trip and he met us at the airport and he made sure we returned safely too. Lyndon
was a real team player and I really enjoyed my time spent with him too. Lyndon explained a great deal of SRT
history to us and Texas history too and he made me feel very proud and highly honored to visit Texas that weekend.
Since we were on deployment in 2008, we held our own ceremony onboard and treated 21 April 2008 as a
ship’s holiday for the crew! We kicked off our ceremony onboard at exactly the same moment as the start of the
ceremony held that day at the San Jacinto Monument. The Chaplain began the ceremony with prayer and I was the
MC for the ceremony. I began with a detailed account of the Battle of San Jacinto. We have a lot of young
crewmen that needed to hear in detail what this battle was all about. Then Captain Sharpe gave his remarks and
correlated how bravery and team spirit onboard the ship matches with
what occurred at the San Jacinto Battle 172 years ago. I then brought
up 3 different crewmen who were all proud Texas state residents and
they talked about pride in service and pride in being from Texas. These
three senior crewmen were from Taylor, TX; Lampasas, TX; and
Pittsburg, TX . The ceremony concluded by hearing from the Sons of
the Republic of Texas “2007 Enlisted Man of the Year” -- Petty Officer Michael Cole. We are very proud of this Sailor and he was an
easy nomination. Petty Officer Cole has been stationed onboard the
USS SAN JACINTO (CG 56) two different times during his career (a
very rare thing that happens in the Navy) and he was also “Command
Advanced” by the Captain last year to the pay grade of E-6 because
of his outstanding superior performance onboard the ship. As you see in the photos, I also proudly displayed my
Texas state flag that I was given last year when I came down to visit and I also had a scrolling slide show going on
4

Special Events:

1. March 2, 2009, “Texas Independence Day Celebration”, 1:30 p.m. in Alamo Plaza, followed
by a reception hosted by Ch. 7 in Alamo Hall.
2. March 6, 2009, “Dawn at the Alamo” Commemoration, 6:00 a.m., Alamo Plaza, with breakfast
meeting following.
3. April 20, 2009, “Pilgrimage to the Alamo”, a solemn procession beginning at 4:00 p.m. near
the Municipal Auditorium at North Presa downtown San Antonio.
4. April 22, 2009, “The Alamo: These Sacred Walls”, an educational performed by Tom Jackson,
Ch. 7 president, dressed in Texian militiaman attire recounting the Texas Revolution and the
1836 siege of the Alamo; Alamo Hall next to the Alamo Church, 4:00 - 5:00 p.m.; free and open
to the public but seating is limited.
5. April 24, 2009, Fiesta Battle of Flowers Parade; Ch. 7 will participate in the antique car division;
parade starts at 12:45 p.m.

For more information, contact Tom Jackson, SRT ch. 7 president, call 210-930-5549 or
email him at texas1835@hotmail.com
SRT Book Exchange & Circulating Library
This program started last year, to exchange books among SRT members. These books are quality level literature that
should not be improperly disposed of. Each book has a label that lists the donor and each individual that reads the book.
Bring a book to the Annual Meeting, or check one out. Each donated book becomes the property of The Sons of the
Republic of Texas, and is used in the circulating library.

2009 Supplemental Ancestor Contest
A “Supplemental Ancestor Contest” will begin January 1, 2009 and end December 31, 2009. This contest is open to all
SRT members in good standing. The standard requirements for submitting a supplemental will apply, as found in
Section 5.7 of the SRT Bylaws.
This contest is only for new supplemental applications submitted and approved during the contest period. Please submit
applications at least a couple of months before the last day of December 2009, in order to allow for normal process and
review. The President General will present a prize to the winner at the Annual Meeting 2010.

IN MEMORIAM
Name

Chapter

James Raymond Barker Jr.
John B. Dent Jr.
J. Henry Doscher Jr.
Robert Scott Franz
John A. Hord
Paul R. Hudson
Kelley M. Oliphint
Harold Torrance Purvis
Raymond Robert Mattox
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10
33
39
40
41
50
53
13
33

Hometown
Cleveland TX
Hemphill TX
Abilene TX
Pleasanton TX
Midland TX
New Braunfels TX
LaGrange TX
Waco TX
Hemphill TX

KNIGHTS OF THE ORDER
OF SAN JACINTO

IN AND AROUND TEXAS

Knight Commander’s Message
The Battle of Concepcion Recreated!!
On October 25th The Alamo Chapter again partnered with the San Antonio Living History Association
to present a historical recreation of the 173 year old event in Texas struggle for independence. With
approximately eighty reenactors operating the encampment as well as fighting the battle it was a great
event. We estimate that over three hundred observed the events throughout the day. Many were students
and teachers from the local area. Some students were given extra credit by their teachers for attending.
Bob Benavides, Alamo Chapter Historical Events Administrator, served as the Master of Ceremonies for
the battle recreation. He gave the historical context of the battle and narrated as the battle reenactment
progressed to enhance the learning experience.
Al Davis IV, KSJ
Knight Commander

Pictured with the cannon are Albert Gallatin, Charles Salinas, Le Roy
Salinas, Ken Pfeiffer, Al McCutcheon, and Bob Benavides.

cont. from page 1

I extend my special thanks to Billy
Johnson, KSJ, for presiding in my absence
at the Knighting ceremony for Newton
Warzecha in the Presidio La Bahia. I
missed being a part of the ceremony.
This year’s Annual Meeting will be held
on March 20-22 in Boerne. The Knights
meeting is Saturday morning where new
officers will be elected, new Knights introduced and other business conducted.
All Knights are encouraged to attend.
2008 was a year of turmoil in the
economy and environment. Our SRT organization remains steadfast and this is
due to our leadership past and present, and

to our strong traditions. Among these traditions are the Knights of San Jancinto. I
am grateful for the opportunity to serve
as Knight Commander and I know our
Republic ancestors would share the pride
we all feeling being members of the SRT.
2009 promises to be another year of
progress for the Sons. Each year we reach
new milestones while maintaining our
core values. The local chapters remain
at the forefront of our accomplishments.
Best wishes for a healthy and productive New Year.
Al Davis, KSJ
Knight Commander

The Knighting of Newton Warzecha

later when the television station was sold.
“Then I had time,” he said. He volunteered to help the Catholic Diocese in Victoria
come up with a plan to run the Presidio affordably. In May 1991, the Diocese asked
him to accept the directorship of the historic site until it found a permanent
replacement. “In 17 years, they haven’t found someone else so I’m stuck here,” he
said, laughing. Warzecha worked on making the Presidio self-supporting and adding
to and improving its programs.
When he took the job, 800 people attended the annual Goliad Massacre Fort
Defiance Living History Weekend in March. Now, about 5,000 go to the event,
which generates as much as 12 percent of the Presidio’s yearly operating income.
There are several goals Warzecha plans to accomplish before he leaves the Presidio.
He wants to publish a detailed report of the site’s archeology and artifact collection in time for the Living History
Weekend. The collection contains about 10,000 items that go as far back as 1749 when the Presidio was first established.
Later on, he plans to digitize the objects so that Internet browsers can view them on the Web and redesign the
museum at the Presidio. Both efforts will require a lot of fund-raising.
“We are looking at something under a million dollars.” he said. To assist in this
effort, the Presidio La Bahia Foundation was created more than a year ago. Warzecha
is president of this organization.
His knighting ceremony will take place at 1:30 p.m. Saturday and coincide with
the Presidio La Bahia Award ceremony an annual event which The Sons of the
Republic recognize two works about Texas history.
Warzecha won the award in 2001 for his 54-minute video, “Presidio La Bahia and
Its Place in the History of Texas.” The history of his native state and the rule of
Mexican General Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna interest him. “We all need to
understand what happens when a dictator runs amok,” he said.
This year, both prize winning entries were also about Goliad. Dr. Malcolm McLean’s translation of the minutes of
the town council meetings of La Bahia and Goliad between 1821 and 1835, “Voices from the Goliad Frontier” and Jay
Stout’s history, “Slaughter at Goliad.”
14
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cont. from page 1

PRESIDENT GENERAL’S MESSAGE

We move forward with great hope and exuberance. Goals and accomplishments are in our thoughts. This is
natural and fine, but let us not forget the mundane tasks around which all membership; the mainstay is chapter
activity; and the glue is fellowship and concern for our members. Each of these pieces require effort, since it does
not just happen. The more that are involved, the easier the task. Let us rally the members, the chapter, and the
Organization naturally will follow.
God Bless Texas!
Executive Committee 2008 - 2009

JANET’S JOURNAL
email: srttexas@srttexas.org
1717 Eighth Street
Bay City, Texas 77414

• The Annual Meeting will be March 20, 21,22, 2009 at the Tapatio
Springs Resort in Boerne. Cut off date is February 20, 2009. Rate
is $95. Tel. number is 830-537-4611

L. Vaughn Oliver, KSJ
President General
Sam F. Clark, Jr.
First Vice President General
David Hanover
Second Vice President General
Tom Houston
Secretary General
Bob Steakley
Treasurer General
Robert Kendall, KSJ
Historian General
Wesley N. Schulze, KSJ
Chaplain General
J. Richard Reese, KSJ
Executive Committeeman
Edward A. Heath
Executive Committeeman
Janet Hickl
Administrative Assistant

• Be thinking about submitting a nomination for the Educator of
the Year Award to be presented at the Annual Meeting in 2009.
Deadline is February 10, 2009. Criteria for the award are available
from the National office.
• Attention Chapter Presidents: Remember to send in you Annual
Report. This will determine whether your chapter will receive a
rebate check. Your report must include the new officers with mailing addresses, phone numbers and email addresses along with your
activities during the year as a financial statement.
• Remember: All members who are active service personnel your
dues are waived. Notify SRT office by email, postal service or by
telephone.

District Representives 2008 - 2009

• Please note that any applicants for membership in the SRT must
have 3 signatures of recommending SRT members. It is not necessary if the applicant lives out of state BUT every applicant must
affiliate with a chapter. This does not mean that they will have to
attend meetings. APPLICATIONS MUST BE TYPED AND NOTARIZED.
• 2006 Yearbooks are available for $25, which includes CD, binder
and dividers.
• 2nd Dues notices are in the mail. Your MEMBERSHIP IS DELINQUENT AFTER JANUARY 1, 2009. After March 31, 2009 a
reinstatement fee of $50 applies, in addition to the regular dues.
• Be working on your chapter archive books. All chapters big or
small are eligible for the Archive Award presented at the Annual
Meeting. There will be 3 categories, and the winning chapter in
each category will be presented a check for $100 and receive a
certificate. This is thanks to the generosity of Dale Williamson.

NEW SRT MEMBERS
Name

Chapter

Ancestor

Hometown

Scott Keith Anderson
Thomas Esrie Ball
Gary Bret Hall
Adam Lynn Hipp
Richard Curtis Osborne
John Ryan Schmidt
James Bryant Slade
James Bryant Slade
Douglas Mather Mabee
George Warren Thomas
Stephan Allen Barlow
Joshua James Hiler
Sammy Vernon Akins
Carl Robert Cathey
Jefferey David Quillen
David Clippinger Scott
David Clippinger Scott
James Aalan Bernsen
James Neil Sylvester
David Thomas Scott
Frederick Lee Sanchez
Frederick Lee Sanchez
Frederick Lee Sanchez
Frederick Lee Sanchez
Adam Word Gates
Glenn Alex Webber
Gregory Harry Westmoreland
Jimmy Ellis Banks Sr.
Robert C. Vivion
Ahren Gabriel Perez
Angelo Perez Jr.
Anthony Andrew Perez
Anthony Michael Perez
Asa Waterman III
David W. Adams
Albert Burleson Kyle Jr.
John Cole Draper
Grady Leroy Puryear
Glen Everett Bonnet Jr.

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
6
7
7
8
8
8
8
8
12
12
13
16
16
16
16
17
20
27
36
36
40
40
40
40
40
45
45
48
48
48

Major Robert Blaine McNutt
Samuel S. Lewis
Samuel Washington Lindley
William Sachse
George Henry Delesdernier
John Himes Livergood
Samuel Strang
Elizabeth Strang
Catherine Wheeler Coons McManus
John McNeel
Robert Dougherty McAnelly
Jampes Humphres
Amon McCommas
George Washingston Barnett
Mary Emily Wood
David F. Brown
Jane F. McNeal
James McCauley
Joel Lakey (Leaky)
Wade Love
Juana Navarro Perez
Antonia Rodriguez
Alejo Perez
Lina Sanchez
Edward Bradley
James McCauley
Edley Ewing
Henry P. Banks
John Marr Hardeman
Jose Nepomuceno Navarro
Jose Nepomuceno Navarro
Jose Nepomuceno Navarro
Jose Nepomuceno Navarro
Jesse T. Jones
Joseph Burleson, Sr.
Claiborne Kyle
Archibald Magill Green
Elbert Hines
Elbert Hines

Pearland TX
Gulf Shores AL
North Canton OH
Houston TX
Sugarland TX
Victoria TX
Dallas TX
Dallas TX
Saratoga Springs NY
Marietta GA
Wimberley TX
Pearsell TX
North Richland Hill TX
Dallas TX
Richardson TX
Dallas TX
Dallas TX
Austin TX
Austin TX
Perryton TX
Victoria TX
Victoria TX
Victoria TX
Victoria TX
Falfurrias TX
Whitewright TX
Lubbock TX
Iowa Park TX
Fort Worth TX
San Antonio TX
Shavano Park TX
San Antonio TX
San Antonio TX
San Antonio TX
Rockwall TX
Dallas TX
Fredricksburg TX
Fredricksburg TX
Fredricksburg TX

L-R (back) Stan Stokes, Duane Blair, Randy Pollard,
Joe Pyle, (seated) Ken Pfeiffer, David Hanover, and
Bob Steakley, (not pictured) Bob Schuhmann and Bob
Reese

• An SRT General Information Power Point CD is available to
present to civic groups.
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Calendar of Events
March 2
March 6

Texas Independance Day
Fall of the Alamo

THE TEXIAN
The Official Publication of The Sons of the Republic of Texas

2009 Annual Meeting
March 20-22, 2009

Tapatio Springs Resort, Johns Road, Boerne, TX 78006
(830) 537-4611 SRT Rates $95.00

2009 Executive Board Meetings
June 12-13
September 12-13
December 4-5

La Grange
TBD
Hampton Inn, 7006 N Navarro Street, Victoria, TX 77904
(361) 573-9911

March 27
April 21
September 19
September 19
October 2
November 3
November 21

Goliad Massacre
San Jacinto Day
Texian Navy Day
Monument Hill Remembrance Ceremony
The Battle of Gonzales
Stephen F. Austin’s Birthday (Father of Texas)
Tomball Parade

April 9-11, 2010

Tyler, Texas

2009 SRT Events

2010 Annual Meetings

2009 ANNUAL MEETING
March 20-22, 2009 • Tapatio Springs Resort, Johns Road, Boerne, Texas 78006
Phone (830) 537-4611 • SRT Rates $95.00 • Deadline February 20, 2009
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THE KNIGHTING OF NEWTON WARZECHA
For many years, Newton Warzecha wasn’t that interested
in Texas history. “When I was a child studying it, I didn’t
study it. I did like so many others do and I didn’t study it
enough,” he said. This changed about 17 years ago when
Warzecha agreed to take over as director of the national
historic landmark, the Presidio La Bahia. Now, he is an avid
history buff who will become a Knight of the Order of Jacinto
on Saturday afternoon.
“One of the reasons that we made him an honorary member
is all the work he has done preserving history at the Presidio,” said Scott Dunbar,
an order member. Dunbar nominated Warzecha at the December meeting of the Sons of the
Republic of Texas. Three-fourths of the membership must vote to knight a fellow member. In
April, members voted unanimously in his favor.
Fewer than 230 men have been knighted in the order during its more than 160 years of existence. Dunbar said that
Sam Houston founded it when Texas was still an independent republic. “At the time Texas had nothing,” Dunbar said.
“we were trying to be something.”
When Warzecha heard about The Sons of the Republic’s decision, he felt honored. “It is recognition for the work that
I have done in preserving and keeping the history of Texas,” he said.
A Cuero native, Warzecha spent much of his professional life as a financial advisor in Corpus Christi. In 1988, he
cont. on page 3

PRESIDENT GENERAL’S MESSAGE
academia directs me to take the
known information, make a
decision and remember to not
make the same misdirection twice.
Sprinkle this with luck and
everything looks great.

1717 Eighth Street
Bay City, TX 77414
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Contact us at:
SRT Office: www.srttexas.org Email: srttexas@srttexas.org
1717 Eighth Street, Bay City, TX 77414
Phone: (979) 245-6644 Fax: (979) 244-3819

L. Vaughn Oliver, KSJ

As we prepare for the 87th Annual
Meeting of The Sons of the Republic,
we look at the operation of the
Executive Committee. Every
Executive Committee thinks it is the
best, and it is. The challenges are
different and comparisons should not
be made, even from year to year. My
Boy Scout background coupled with
military experience, mixed with

We as an organization finished
the year in great shape, in the
black. I would like to take more
credit for this, but the turn was
started some years back. This
condition, like most things, takes

time and preparation. Even the move
to Bay City was part of the evolution
and the Past Presidents General have
been a big part in getting us here. I
am humbled and honored to be a part
of this great movement. The leaders
we have in place make it easy for me.
To them go the credit and the praises.
They have persevered and held the
course; they have remained focused
and been true to form; yes, they are
the honor bond.
cont. on page 2
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